


Teacher Notes
The RACES strategy is an easy strategy to implement in the 
classroom. This strategy can be used for writing in all 
content areas. It is a fabulous tool to use for mandated 
testing, too.  

This freebie includes notes pages and a template. You can 
read more about using it in the classroom on my blog at 
www.stress-freeteaching.com 

Please contact me with any questions or concerns at 
stressfreeteach@gmail.com 

I hope it works for you! 

Follow my store on Teacher’s Pay Teachers and be the first to 
find out about new resources, discounts, and other teaching tips!
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You may also like:

http://www.stress-freeteaching.com
mailto:stressfreeteach@gmail.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Writing-Responses-with-RACES-Strategy-3058887
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Peer-Editing-Checklist-3431988
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Digital-Writing-Prompts-for-use-with-Google-Classroom-3302697


Response Writing with RACES

R
Restate the Question 

• Read the question or prompt. 
• Underline key words. 
• Rewrite the question as a statement. 

A
Answer the Question 

• Answer the question. If there is more 
than one part to the question, make sure 
to answer ALL parts. 

C Cite Evidence 
• Use evidence to support your answer. 
• Quote from the text. 

E Explain and Elaborate 
• Explain your answer. 
• Elaborate and make your answer longer. 

S
Sum it Up 

• Conclude your answer.   
• Link it to your topic sentence, but        

use different words. 
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Explain & Elaborate  
Your Answer 

Try these sentence starters: 

✴This shows… 

✴This proves… 

✴This makes me think… 

✴This explains… 

✴It means…

RACES Cheat Sheet

Cite these sentence 
starters: 

✴The author states… 

✴For example… 

✴The text says… 

✴From the reading I know… 

✴The author writes… 

Try these sentence starters: 

✴According to the text… 

✴The article states… 

✴On page ____ it says… 

✴According to the author… 

✴In paragraph ___ it says…

Cite Evidence 

Sum it Up 
Try these sentence 

starters: 

✴Therefore… 

✴In conclusion… 

✴That’s why… 

✴All in all… 

✴In summary… 

✴For these reasons…



Name __________________________________ Date _______________

On Your Mark, Get Set, Go! 

R 
Restate the Question

A 
Answer the Question

C 
Cite Evidence

E 
Explain & Elaborate  

Your Thinking

S 
Sum it Up
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stressfreeteach@gmail.com

http://bit.ly/stressfreetpt

http://bit.ly/stressfreeteachfb

@stressfreeteaching

http://bit.ly/sftpintrest

www.stress-freeteaching.com

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Glitter-Meets-Glue-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/I-Teach-Whats-Your-Superpower-Megan-Favre
mailto:stressfreeteach@gmail.com
mailto:stressfreeteach@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/stressfreetpt
http://bit.ly/stressfreeteachfb
https://www.instagram.com/stressfreeteaching/.
http://bit.ly/sftpintrest
http://www.stress-freeteaching.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Primary-Kind-Of-Life
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-In-The-Tongass
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-By-Crystal
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Response-Writing-with-RACES-Strategy-FREEBIE-3055635
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